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+Taking Photos: 
 

In public places: 
The Royal Photographic Society has agreed this wording with the relevant 
authorities:  
 

 In the UK every person has a right to photograph in a public 
place. It is not against the law to photograph a police officer 
undertaking normal duties. 

  
 The police do have a duty to investigate incidents which may 

give rise to suspicion. 
 

 You are not required to give any personal details unless driving 
a car or you are arrested. 

 

 Officers may stop and search and view images if they believe 
they could be used in connection with terrorism. 

 
 Officers have no powers to delete images. 

 

 PCSOs may not search without a police officer present. 
 

 You must be provided with a copy of the Stop & Search slip 
which will include the officer's identity. If stopped by a police 
officer remain calm and polite. 
 

 Written permission from The Mayor of London is required to 
take photos in Trafalgar Sq, Parliament Sq and Royal Parks. 

 

 We all need to be vigilant against terrorism and support the 
police where possible as well as protect our rights to 
photograph in a public place. 

 

Private properties: 
 These rules normally apply to private property too.  

 There may be signs placed prohibiting photography or 
requiring permission / a fee.  

 

Of strangers: 
 Ideally ask for stranger’s permission – reality is different.  

 It appears that if you publish photos for commercial or non-
commercial use, you should have a model release form signed 
by strangers appearing in the photo or you run the risk of 
being taken to civil court. 
 

Know your rights, use your common sense and remain polite and calm 
at all times. 

What you might do with your photos: 

The photographer owns the copyright of the photo, unless the photo is 

taken by an employee in the course of employment, then usually the 

employer is first owner.  

*Flickr / Picassa / Other Photo sharing sites:   
 You can set your copyright to all rights reserved, so people 

shouldn’t use your photos without your permission. You can 

also change settings which allow only you to download the 

photos. Doesn’t stop people doing screen grab. 

 You can set your photos to be available under various creative 

commons licences if you’d like to share your work.  

 You can also offer your photos to be invited to be licenced by 

Getty Images i.e. as Stock Images and be paid for their use. 

 Flickr T&Cs state that if Flickr content is used elsewhere 

online, it should be linked back to the page of the photo on 

Flickr.  

*Other photo sharing sites are available. 

Facebook 
 T&Cs state that any Intellectual Property such as photos and 

videos uploaded to FB can be used royalty free by FB in any 

way FB likes. Lasts until IP is deleted. FB users can download 

your photos as they see fit.  

 You could put a water mark on your photos, but it doesn’t 

achieve much. Avoid putting anything you’re particularly 

proud of on Facebook.  

Stock photography 
 You can submit your photos to many online stock image 

libraries such as ShutterStock, Getty Images etc and get paid 

for their use. Your photos have to be of a very good standard. 

Have a look at stock photo websites for further info.  

Be aware of T&Cs for any site you share your content on and check your 

settings are suitable for your requirements.  

 

 

What other people might do with your photos: 

People do copy or copy and manipulate photos without the owner’s 

permission. Unless your photo licensing is set to creative commons or 

copyright free, this is copyright infringement. The photos are yours and 

belong to you. 

 Set up a google alert with part of your sharing url in it to 

monitor where your photos might appear.  

 Contact the infringer, demand removal or payment of invoice 

 You can attempt to pursue them in court, but this is only for 

the deep pocketed. 

 If someone does approach you to use a photo commercially, 

do charge them for its use, even if you give the money to a 

charity. They’re using your photos to make money, so there’s 

no reason why you shouldn’t.  

 If anyone asks for permission to use your photo, ask that they 

credit you.  

If your photos are used without your permission, do something, if only 

to highlight the fact that your copyright is being infringed. 

The future: 

 The Government has just finished consulting on new UK 

Copyright rules, which include provisions for photographs, 

aimed at making rules more flexible and more suited to 

today’s needs.  

 The new rules would allow commercial and non-commercial 

uses of orphan works in the UK – orphan works being photos 

where the original rights owner cannot be contacted or traced 

to give permission for use.  
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for any inaccuracies or errors in the information reproduced above.  


